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and they used to talk.

.
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said 

tu

They talked to the Dene and the people promised to 
respect the  

and tu.
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But 

belongings or scare them.

The other  talked to 
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The  told 

So 
spruce gum.

 

and
to make medicines. They used the 

tu 

rivers and lakes. 

and . 
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All 

TulitaDeline_finalversion_2March2014.indd   5 3/3/2014   10:17:06 AM



6

pollute tu
decided 
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promise. So they decided to do something to help.

TulitaDeline_finalversion_2March2014.indd   7 3/3/2014   10:17:18 AM



8

 to protect 

They called it .
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and . They shared 

They set up a special committee called 

report called .

TulitaDeline_finalversion_2March2014.indd   9 3/3/2014   10:17:33 AM



1010

.
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Sometimes they just decided to keep an eye on the 
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To help the 
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are not 

TulitaDeline_finalversion_2March2014.indd   13 3/3/2014   10:18:02 AM



1414

all  and 

.
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tu and all 
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 and 
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Máhsı Cho
Many thanks to the participants in the Sahtú Species at Risk Terminology Workshop.

Elders:

 Wilfred Jackson and Edward Kelly, Fort Good Hope

Interpreters:

Lucy Jackson, Fort Good Hope

Resource People:
Michelle Henderson, Claire Singer and Kendra McGreish, Species at Risk
Secretariat, Environment & Natural Resources, Government of the Northwest
Territories (GNWT), Yellowknife

Facilitators:

 Betty Harnum, Language Specialist, Yellowknife

Others Who Assisted:

for the use of their facilities, Donna Bigelow of Environment Canada for explaining the federal 
Species at Risk Act, 
Modeste and Lucy Ann Yakeleya for editing the Dene language terminology, Kimberley Wilde 
for transcribing workshop audio recordings, Leon Andrew for reviewing a draft of the book, and 
Jean Polfus for her dedication, inspiration and creativity in making this book a reality. Finally, 

cover and pages 14-15.
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Glossary

or
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having a hard time. 

Species at Risk (NWT) Act. 

and protect species at risk. 

living thing. These terms are used to describe the status or 

extinct
 extirpated

endangered
threatened

 special concern
 

 not at risk
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is a plan that is created to help the living thing increase in 
number.

living thing does not decrease.

ensure that living things stay healthy.e
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SPECIES AT RISK TERMINOLOGY LIST

-
culty they are experi-
encing; 

they are experiencing.

-

Anything alive that is 

to calve in the spring and spend the 
Barren-ground caribou

These animals have just recently 

Any bird.

the only caribou species that goes 

stay there all the time;

The caribou that 

mountains and the 

-

.
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Small mouse-like rodent that lives 

-

animal.

collared pika

the mountains.

in a community.

boards and governments that share 

-
-

-

-

The species at risk 
bosses;

having a hard time.

about species at risk.

Talking and asking 

-

a species is because there is not 
-

is needed.

numbers.
To become less; the 
numbers are going 

Something that is making the ani- Sickness.

They might disappear 
soon.

All dead or all gone;

completely gone.
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all gone;

gone.

- they are doing.

Fungus.

--------------------------

--------------------------

------------------------

------------------------

When something goes up in num-
bers.

The numbers increase.

by the elders that it is 

risk.
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against a decline in 
numbers.

and responsibility to manage spe-
cies at risk.

Bosses.

do to manage a species and help it 

- against there being less.

-------------------------
------------------------
Female or young male.

about it;
there is no risk.
The names on paper 

having a hard time;

lives on the rocks.
The numbers are going back up 
again.

The numbers are going 
up again.

do to help a species get healthy 
-

Recovery Strategy.

increase the numbers 
again.

Small raven.
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- Science;
-

-

nothing is done to help it.  Species 
needs to be monitored.

We need to keep an eye 
on it.

species.

-----------------------

-

things.
------------------------

-
 Be-

that is having a hard 
time.

Independent group that decides 

animals. It is their job to assess the 

Species at Risk group; 
-

species at risk.

What state the species is in because 
-or-

-or-

risks.

hardship.
-
-

includes traditional and 
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Things that people do to help a spe-
cies stay healthy or help it recover. 

-

people to avoid trampling a Whoop-

-
ards.

things to keep them 
living.

- 100 years.

Things that could decrease the 

-

hard time;

risk.

through the generations
living on the land.
Any tree.

Wolverine.

caribou.

caribou.

-

26
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The story in this book represents the process, under the Species at Risk (NWT) Act, used for identifying species 
at risk and for taking actions, when necessary, to address the problems species are facing. This process is 
explained briefly below.

First, a species is identified as one that needs to be studied. These species can be identified by the Species at 
Risk Committee (SARC), the Conference of Management Authorities (CMA) or people of the NWT.

The species is referred to SARC. An assessment of that species is done by pulling together all of the existing 
traditional, community, and scientific knowledge. The assessment is SARC’s recommendation about what the 
status of the species should be, and whether they feel the species is at risk and should be added to the NWT list 
of species at risk.

This assessment goes to the CMA, which is made up of representatives from the groups responsible for 
managing wildlife in each of the regions of the NWT. The CMA then does community consultations to ask 
people what they think should be done. After this, the CMA decides on the status of the species, and whether 
or not the species should be added to the NWT list of species at risk.

If the species is given the status ‘Special Concern’, a management plan is developed to ensure their numbers do 
not decrease.

If the species is given the status ‘Endangered’, ‘Threatened’, or ‘Extirpated in the NWT’, then a recovery strategy 
is developed to help their numbers increase.

In the NWT, at the time of writing this book, four species have been put on the NWT list of species at risk: 
boreal caribou, Peary caribou, polar bear and hairy braya (a plant).

The assessment process is ongoing and the assessment schedule is revised each year. The following section lists 
species in the NWT that have been assessed or that are scheduled for assessment. To learn more visit 
www.nwtspeciesatrisk.ca.

About Species at Risk

Species on the NWT List of Species at Risk Status
Hairy Braya (Braya Pilosa) Threatened in the NWT
Peary Caribou (Rangifer tarandus pearyi) Threatened in the NWT 
Polar Bear (Ursus maritimus) Special Concern in the NWT
Woodland Caribou boreal population (Rangifer tarandus caribou) Threatened in the NWT
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Assessment of Species in NWT by
Species at Risk Committee (SARC)

Species to be Assessed in December 2014

Wolverine - Western population (Gulo gulo)
Nahanni Aster (Symphyotrichum nahanniense)
Western Toad (Anaxyrus boreas)
Species to be Assessed in December 2015
Barren-ground Caribou (except Dolphin and Union population) (Rangifer tarandus groenlandicus)
Wood Bison (Bison bison athabascae)

Species to be Assessed in December 2016
Drummond Bluebell (Mertensia drummondii)
Grizzly Bear - Western population (Ursus arctos)
Big Brown Bat, Little Brown Myotis, Long-eared Myotis, Long-legged 
Myotis, Northern Myotis*

(Eptesicus fuscus), (Myotis lucifugus), (Myotis evotis), 
(Myotis volans), (Myotis septentrionalis)

Species to be Assessed in December 2017
Ashton Cuckoo Bumble Bee, Western Bumble Bee, Yellow-banded 
Bumble Bee**

(Bombus astoni), (Bombus occidentalis), (Bombus terricola)

Mountain Goat (Oreamnos americanus)
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus)
Species to be Assessed in December 2018
Banks Island Alkali Grass (Puccinellia banksiensis)
Canadian Toad New: (Anaxyrus hemiophrys) Old: (Bufo hemiophrys)
Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus)
Sand Bluegrass (Poa ammophilia)
Species to be Assessed in December 2019
American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos)
Collared Pika (Ochotona collaris)
Red-sided Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis)
Species to be Assessed in December 2020
Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus)

*The five bat species will be bundled together into one species status report, but assessed separately.
**The three bee species will be bundled together into one species status report, but assessed separately.

Dolphin and Union Caribou (Rangifer tarandus groenlandicus x pearyi) Special Concern in the NWT (SARC 2013)
Northern Leopard Frog (Lithobates pipiens) Threatened in the NWT (SARC 2013)

Species Assessments Completed Status
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